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MLA 8 CITATION STYLE GUIDE 

QUICK REFERENCE 
Style.mla.org 

**Please note that citations in your bibliography should be double-spaced! 

 
REMEMBER - Author. Title of the source. Title of the container, Other 

contributors, Version, Numbers, Publisher, Publication date, Location. 
 

When in doubt, check: Owl Purdue MLA and 
Concordia style guides (under “Useful links” on 

the library’s web page.)   

 Books 
General Format Author’s Last name, First name. Title of the book. Publisher, Date.  
One Author 
 

Davis, F. Hadland. Myths and Legends of India. Orion, 2012.     

Two Authors 
 

D’Aulaire, Ingrid, and Edgar Parin d’Aulaire. D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek                                      
Myths. Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing, 1962.  

Three or More Authors 
 

Gilman, Sandra, et. al. Hysteria Beyond Freud. U of California P, 
2013. 

Authors with Editors 
 

Dickens, Charles. Oliver Twist. 1838. Edited by Garth Nix, Puffin 
Classics, 2008. 

Print Articles 
Format  
 

If the article/entry is signed, include the author’s name; if unsigned, 
begin with the title of the entry. 

Encyclopedias 
 

Sturgeon, Theodore. “Science Fiction.” The Encyclopedia Americana. 
International ed. 2006.  

Magazines 
 

Driedger, Sharon Doyle. “After Divorce.” Maclean’s, 20 Apr. 1998: 
pp. 38-43.  

Newspapers 
 

Semenak, Stephanie. “Feeling Right at Home: Traditional Rules 
Observed.” Montreal Gazette, 28 Dec. 1998, Final Ed., p. B7.  

Interviews 
Format Check MLA (8th edition) for additional examples. 
Interviewer Named  Zinkievich, Craig. Interview by Gareth Von Kallenbach. Skewed & 

Reviewed, 27 Apr. 2009, www.arcgames.com/en/games/star-
trek-online/news/detail/1056940-skewed-%2526-reviewed-
interviews-craig. Accessed 15 Mar. 2009. 

Interview You Conducted Wong, Jan. Personal Interview. 8 Feb. 2010. 
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Web Content / Databases 
Format - Website 
 

Author’s Last name, First name. “Title of Page.” Title of website, 
Name of the publisher, Date of publication, URL. Date 
Accessed. 

Entire Website 
 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at                 
Purdue and Purdue U, 2008, owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. 
Accessed 23 Apr. 2016. 

Page on a Website 
 

"Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview." WebMD, 2016, 
www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/tc/athletes-
foot-topic-overview.  Accessed 25 Sept 2016. 

Image 
 

“The Cast of Grease Performs ‘We Go Together.’” 
Images.Google. The West Island Gazette, 15 Apr. 2009. 
Accessed 10 Mar. 2017. 

Online Database (Infotrac) *Citation provided by Infotrac at bottom of each article. 
Encyclopedia Britannica *Citation provided by Britannica for each article. Use  
YouTube 
 

"What is Literature for?" YouTube, uploaded by The School of 
Life, 18 Sept. 2014, www.youtube.com 
/watch?v=4RCFLobfqcw. 

Sound Recording Jonas, Nick, and Tove Lo. “Close.” Last Year Was Complicated, 
Island and Safehouse, 2016. listen.tidal.com/track/61554644. 

  

Social Media 
Email 
 

Stephens, Travis. "Re: AP European History." Received by 
Justin Chin. 19 Aug. 2016. 

Blog post Salmar1515 [Sal Hernandez]. “Re: Best Strategy: Fenced 
Pastures vs. Max Number of Rooms?” BoardGameGeek, 29 
Sept. 2016,  
boardgamegeek.com/thread/343929/best-strategy-fenced-

pastures-vs-max-number-rooms. Accessed 3 Apr. 2017. 
Twitter 
 

@PurdueWLab. "Spring break is around the corner, and all our                             
locations will be open next week." Twitter, 5 Mar. 2012, 
12:58 p.m., 
twitter.com/PurdueWLab/status/176728308736737282. 

Instagram @montreal. “Doux lundi // Peaceful Monday Photo par / by           
@susanmossphotography #MTLmoments #MTL 
#montreal.” Instagram, 13 June 2016, 5:40 a.m., 
instagram.com/p/BGmFK7Ny9TF/?hl=en. 

  
 

http://listen.tidal.com/track/61554644
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Bibliography Tips 

Format 

 Bibliographies appear at the end of your report on a new page and are 
paginated. 

 All entries appear in a single list. 
 Sources are cited alphabetically (not numbered) according to the first letter in 

the citation, usually the first letter of the author’s last name. If no author is given, 
then use the first important word in the title, excluding the articles “a” “an’ and 
“the”. 

 Punctuation is important. Follow the guidelines carefully. End each citation with 
a period. 

 Double-space. The first line is flush with the left margin. Indent additional lines 
five spaces. 

 Do not repeat an author’s name in the event of multiple sources written by the 
same author. Instead, use three hyphens and a period (---.) followed by the title. 
These entries are listed in alphabetical order by title under the author’s name. 

 Titles are italicized, not underlined. 

Parenthetical (in-text) Citations 

 It is important to acknowledge the source of the information used in your work 
when that information is not widely known. It gives credit to the ideas of others 
and allows the reader to follow up on the complete reference. 

 “Borrowing” thoughts, expressions, ideas, and wording without acknowledging 
the source is called plagiarism. It is unethical and illegal and when discovered 
may lead to a failure in the assignment, the course, or worse. 

 Indicate in your text where you found your researched information:  

                       (A) Even today, many children are born outside the safety of hospitals. (Kasserman 182) 

 (B) According to L. Kasserman, “Many children do not benefit from the sanitary conditions                             
which are available in modern facilities” (182) 

These two examples of parenthetical citations indicate that the information was 
found in a book by the author Kasserman, on page 182. The full MLA citation 
should appear in your bibliography. 

 Paraphrase a borrowed idea and then acknowledge the source as in example A 
 Enclose quotation marks around all material that is a direct quote and cite the 

source. 
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Sample Bibliography 

 

"Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview." WebMD, 2016, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and 

treatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview.  Accessed 25 Sept. 2016. 

“The Cast of Grease Performs ‘We Go Together.’” Images.Google. The West Island Gazette, 15  

Apr. 2009. Accessed 10 Mar. 2017. 

D’Aulaire, Ingrid, and Edgar Parin d’Aulaire. D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths. Bantam         

Doubleday Dell Publishing, 1962. 

"The One Where Chandler Can't Cry." Friends: The Complete Sixth Season, written by Andrew 

Reich and Ted Cohen, directed by Kevin Bright, Warner Brothers, 2004. 

"What is Literature for?" YouTube, uploaded by The School of Life, 18 Sept. 2014, 

www.youtube.com /watch?v=4RCFLobfqcw. 

Wong, Jan. Personal Interview. Toronto. 8 Feb. 2016. 

http://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and

